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Analysis/Journaling/Reflection 
1. Walker’s “The Flowers”
The Flowers is a short story by Alice Walker that focuses on the main themes of innocence and growing up. The main character of the story is a child called Myop. Myop lives a sheltered life in her home. As a child growing up, she looks up to the surprises that each day and season would bring. She is an innocent child who is not yet exposed to the real world. For example, she spends her days gathering nuts with her mother and playing near the stream. 
However, Myop faces the reality of life when she stumbles upon a corpse while gathering flowers. The corpse is not only beheaded but also hanging from a tree limb. This discovery changes Myop's perception of life and its beauties. Myop realizes that the world that she once considered beautiful is marred with violence and death. While this awareness seems important to Myop, she loses her innocence. This story does not only portray the racism that African American children will undergo at some point in their life, but also the trust that they will lose towards the world. The awareness of Myop is a clear indication that good and evil exist all around the world. 
2. James Baldwin’s “I am not your Negro” and "On Being White and Other Lies"
I am not your Negro documentary can be related to Baldwin’s utterances on television, that he was not a Negro, but a man. Baldwin found this term to be very hateful and one that would determine the future of the United States. Therefore, the main idea behind this documentary is the issue of racial inequality in the United States. The documentary clearly indicates the failure of the United States to end racial inequality, despite the many years that it has existed and the harm that it has caused. The violence that the civil rights activists faced in the 60s are still portrayed in the United States today. In 2014, Michael Brown was shot by a white police officer, for being an African American. 
On being White and other Lies is a classic article by James Baldwin, which focuses on becoming an American from the perspectives of the whites. Baldwin's main argument was that for one to be an American, he or she had learned the ways of the whites. The article by Baldwin was a clear indication of the ineffective leadership among the white population. The United States has always been composed of different ethnicities and cultures. However, the experience has been different for African Americans. While other communities were assimilated into the white United States, African Americans were denied the opportunity. Baldwin portrays an image in which nothing has been done to change the situation and promote equality for all. 
3. Césaire’s “Discourse on Colonialism”
Discourse on Colonialism uses charged-up and sarcastic language to pass a clear message regarding colonialism and racism. The message and ideas were analyzed in this article are still relevant to date. The article talks about how the Western middle class was involved in oppression and violence in different parts of the world. The works of Césaire played an essential role in inspiring a generation of anti-war movements, Black power, and civil rights. 
Césaire describes different aspects of civilization that are still in existence in the contemporary world. He talks about colonialism and capitalism and how it affected colonizers and those that were being colonized. Capitalism and colonialism in the West gave rise to the middle class who did not care about civilization or progress. Capitalism led to the loss of important factors such as cultures and values. However, for the African Americans that suffered from this effect, they focused on preserving their identity and culture. Therefore, the struggle of African Americans should be a lesson to the world about the importance of changing our minds and society. It is only through this that the United States will experience real change. 
4. Extra Credit, Panel on “Homegoing”
Homegoing is a book about Yaa Gyasi. Gyasi was born in Ghana but was raised in Alabama, United States. Gyasi gives an account of how his family was divided and the legacy of slavery in the United States. The book analyzes the story of two girls, Esi and Effia, who were born in different circumstances. Apart from this, it analyzes seven generations that descended from them. 
While Effia was married to a British man, who was a governor, Esi was captured and enslaved by the British colonial forces. Therefore, while one sister was on top, free and happily married, the other sister was below, a slave, and in misery. Being a slave, Esi was placed on a voyage to the United States. The fact that each chapter is narrated by a descendant of each generation makes the stories interesting. When put together, the stories provide over 250 years’ history of the African Americans and their struggles. The story shows how two members of a family can lead different lives. While some of the stories are sad, the whole book is superb. It fills one with a positive hope for the future. 
5. Fanon’s chapter 5, “The Lived Experience of the Black Man”
I believe that the chapter on The Lived Experience of the Black Man is the most personal in this works by Frantz Fanon. The chapter mostly consists of Fanon’s narration of his experiences and feelings. Racist language has not only been used in the beginning but across the entire chapter. The goal of Fanon is to give a clear portrayal of how it feels to exist in a racist society. Fanon believed that it is only African Americans who could describe what racism entails, and not the white men. This is because the white men viewed African Americans like lab rats. 
Therefore, Fanon intended to address the readers directly as an African American. The use of racist language and vivid descriptions made me understand and empathize with the situation of the African Americans. Apart from this, it portrayed a clear picture of the African American experiences in the United States.  For the African Americans, going through the chapter can bring back memories of what they have undergone. The many cases of racism that Fanon depicts in the chapter, show just how difficult it is to eliminate racism in the United States. 
6. Rankine’s “Citizen”
Citizen is a combination of many racist interactions into a single comprehensive chapter. The book gives a firsthand experience of the memories related to the issue of racism. Different types of interactions are portrayed including misunderstandings, frustrations that are caused by racial beliefs, and friends being mistaken for strangers among others. However, when these interactions are brought together and well-understood, they produce a negative feeling that is associated with racism. It is towards the end of the story that the aspect of racism clearly comes out. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The analysis of the book indicates that the different interactions that have been portrayed are related to an aspect of racism. However, identifying the racial aspect is very difficult. Rankine describes these interactions as micro-aggressions that are present in African American communities and other people of color. Apart from this, people with privilege also understand these interactions and the way that they are portrayed. These interactions are still present in American society today. The only difference is that they are well-understood by both the perpetrators and the victims. 

